
 

 
Tonight's topic is the area known as 

 

óOaks Nookô 

 
Ainsworth 

 



The dictionary describes a ónookô as ï  

 

a recess,    or a    ósecluded retreatô 



The name Oaks Nook implies that this may once have been a secluded 

spot in a large wooded area. 

 

Today the area contains far fewer trees and is home to a cluster of 18th 

century historic buildings including the 300 year old Presbyterian Chapel. 

 

The Chapel is regarded by many as a hidden gem. This little altered 

chapel with its mullioned windows and fine interior is an important 

example of an early nonconformist chapel, in an attractive burial ground.  

 

The special character and historic interest of this area puts it at the heart 

of the Ainsworth Village Conservation Area.  



1835 Tithe map 

A stone delph      

or quarry 



1850s 



How old is this area of the village? 

 

I have read many times that ñOaks Nookò is an ancient part of the village.  

 

The earliest documented mention of Oaks Nook that I have found is in the 

Presbyterian Chapel deeds dated 1715. Here it states that the new building 

is to be erected in an area of Ainsworth known as óOakes Nookeô. 

  

So the area was already called Oaks Nook well before 1715. 



Section of Chapel trust deed 1715 



The relatively small area known as Oaks Nook contains no less than 8 

Listed buildings, although some of them are grouped together under a 

single listing. Letôs take a look at them and I will share with you what I have 

learned about them over the last 20 odd years that I have lived in Oaks 

Nook. 

 

The buildings are -  

The Presbyterian Chapel 1715 - grade 2*,  

The Duke William Inn 1737 - grade 2, 

The Duke William stables ï grade 2  

The Old Stables 1768 - grade 2, 

Hooks Cottage 1773 - grade 2.  

Can anyone tell me the other 3 ólisted buildingsô ? 



                                                  3 Listed box tombs 

1731 chest tomb Rev. Peter Seddon, 1773 chest tombs to Peter Baron, Samuel Baron  



The oldest building in Oaks Nook is the 1715 Presbyterian Chapel 



Chapel after being extended in 1773 


